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HON JACQUI BOYDELL (Mining and Pastoral) [9.45 pm]: I want to put on the record tonight, because 
I know this has been an important issue to the house, and certainly most recently in light of the appointment of 
our nation’s new federal cabinet, my excitement and happiness at the appointment of some more women to 
federal cabinet. I want to congratulate the Prime Minister, Malcolm Turnbull, for his leadership in forming that 
new cabinet as a way forward for Australia and all the people they represent as members of the federal 
Parliament. I felt it was important to put that on the record tonight, because in 2013 I made a member’s 
statement to the house, when the then Prime Minister, Tony Abbott, appointed his cabinet, about my 
disappointment at his appointment of only one woman to his federal cabinet. There was no change in that 
position during his prime ministership. However, some two years later, with a new Prime Minister, we now see 
some advancement in that area. 

In the appointment of those women to the new federal cabinet, the Prime Minister has demonstrated that he is 
serious about creating some gender equality in cabinet. That reflects a modern sentiment in our Australian 
society. I know that this is an important issue to all members of this house, and we discussed it some two weeks 
ago. The Prime Minister’s decision to promote a number of women to key executive positions sends a strong 
message to women in our society that he is willing for women to take on a more prominent role in his 
government. Having said that, there is still some way to go. However, that sends a positive and broad-reaching 
message to Australian society as a whole. I would encourage women to take up the challenge. We talked some 
two weeks ago about women wanting to enter Parliament and seeing politics as a viable career. I stated at the 
time that I do not believe in quotas of women in the Parliament; I believe in providing some clear pathways to 
leadership. That requires recognising that gender equality in the executive of government is something that 
Australians want to see. Young women in particular want to see leadership in this country in that area. Therefore, 
I think this is a great step forward for our federal government. 

I also want to briefly mention the significance of the swearing in of Ken Wyatt, the member for Hasluck, as the 
first Indigenous member of the Australian government executive. I congratulate him on that as a first-term 
member of the federal Parliament—second term, sorry, but certainly as a new member of Parliament—and the 
first Indigenous Australian member of the federal Parliament. The fact that Ken Wyatt has been appointed to the 
executive of government sways well for him and certainly for Indigenous Australians, and he is a great role 
model in that area. 

I want to conclude my contribution tonight by saying I look forward to seeing what the new federal government, 
led by a more diverse executive, achieves for the people of Australia, and I hope to see our state government 
follow the lead of the federal government by appointing more female members to our executive, with currently, 
I think, three female members in a cabinet out of 17. I would like to see our state government follow that lead. 
Thank you, members for your time; I know it has been a long day. 
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